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This special supplement of Asian journal of Arthropalsty is dedicated to Dr C S Ranawat. 
His impact on development of Arthroplasty in Asia and especially in India is unparalleled. 
In special effort, under the aegis of Ranawat Orthopaedic Foundation, he took it upon 
himself to train Indian Orthopaedic Surgeons in skills of Arthroplasty. These Fellows, 
known as Ranawat Fellows, are now the leading arthroplasty surgeon across the country. 
This supplement allows the Ranawat fellows to pay tribute to this great teacher. We had 
send invitation to all ROC fellows and Twenty Two fellows have shared their times and 
views about Dr Ranawat in this supplement. We leave you with these heartfelt writings 
where students pay their homage to their beloved teacher and mentor

Dr Ashok Shyam   |   Dr Parag Sancheti   |   Dr Sachin Tapasvi
Supplement Editors

ROF Supplement Asian Journal of Arthroplasty 2017 Jan -April ;2(1):44-65

Time with Prof. C.S.Ranawat
Shrinand V. Vaidya¹

I joined, with Dr. Ranawat, in February, 1998. Credit goes especially 
to Dr. Laud, for putting across my application, as Ranawat- 
fellowship remains one of the most coveted fellowship programme, 
for aspiring joint replacement surgeons, worldwide.
I was in the Lenox-Hill hospital, where Dr. Ranawat, was Chairman 
of the department. The first reaction, after joining was “awe-
inspiring", as one watches the great man, working with clocklike 
precision, in his multiple roles. We used to finish off about 25-30 
Joint replacement surgeries, in three consecutive days-Monday thr'o 
Wednesday. Clifton would make our initial days comfortable inside 
OR, while Mrs. Carmen would help us rehabilitate faster outside.
It has been eighteen years now, but the quality training, which he 
mentors elegantly, remains with you, as if gene coded. Enough has 
been said about his outstanding qualities, but the most important 
lesson, while operating was his yogi like attitude to craftsmanship- as 
if he belongs to different world, detached, & we are watching precise 
& pristine steps, with mesmerising repetitions, case after case. 
Questions were welcome, but answers only to quality queries. I think 
he saw the knee joint- native & artificial, like a video, & surgeon in 
him would gel in perfectly with designer. His predictions then, 
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How Ranawat Fellowship influenced my practice and helped me in my personal life
 Bharat Kelkar¹

proved so accurate today-whether it is failure of metal-on-
metal or firmly wedded belief in PS knee, or limitations of 
Navigation. I think here is a rare phenomenon, with gifted 
quality of seeing things ahead of times- which can be easily 
misinterpreted, by lesser beings, as rhetoric.
Lastly, he mentors art of “There is no end to how much can 
you make things better", which remains hallmark of him- 

Whether as a surgeon, researcher or designer. I was around 
New York, when he was to perform his last TKR on 15th 
Nov. and went personally to meet and present a copy of my 
book- dedicated to him. He looked the same- composed, 
bubbling with enthusiasm & ready to go- teaches us, how 
gracefully to remove the gloves, for the last time!

What did I pick up from Dr Ranawat during fellowship that has 
helped me in my orthopedic practice and research in India?. Let me 
highlight a few points which may make a book, “A Making of an 
Orthopedic Surgeon”.

The incidences I am going to describe happened during my fellowship 
at the foundation. The Orthopedic surgeon should have Sherlock 
Homes observation power with deductive logic. 

It is the orthopedic OR at Lenox Hill Hospital.
Femoral component is being cemented at TKA.
Sir is at the final Goldsmith punches on the component. .and he 
exclaimed…amazing the way cement is still oozing out in small 
quantity from the margin even after so much time. Gold smith 
punches at this time will improve the cementing.
This curiosity and observation pave the way for the excellence.

“Anything can be improved towards excellence” once he cited 
referring to a quote at a Leonardo's sculpture somewhere in Paris.

This happens with every case, even after going through number of 
arthroplasties, he keenly looks at the x-rays before starting the 
operation. “A surgeon should operate a case first in mind and then in 
OR” once he had mentioned.

His observation on manual dexterity was unparalleled. He revealed 
that a right handed surgeon has a bias bone cut while operating on left knee, so make a correction.
We all know the importance of manual dexterity in our skills.



The importance of visual interpretation was highlighted. 
Whenever a bone plug is to be shaped to fit a bone defect, he 
was always precise in trimming that the bone plug has to fit 
at the first attempt, not needing to reshape anytime. The 
visual interpretation has almost a digital precision.
He has always encouraged the creativity. Once in a meeting 
at Lenox hill hospital, I was asked to present my work in 
India. I presented the original work and study on “Induced 
angiogenesis for ischemic limbs by periosteal elevation.” 
After presentation and question answers, CSR appreciated 
and  insisted that I should publish this work. 
Encouragement from a person who has published original 
work on all topics of orthopedic from cervical spine to hand 
also, inspired me. And without hesitation I sent it to Clinical 
Orthopedics and Related research, and it was published and 
very well received. I started following regular research 
meetings as a habit  at my set up.
Once I requested that I would like to know his thought 
process in designing the total joints. He agreed and delivered 
two separate lectures on design parameters in hips and knees 
explaining his thought process, only for two of us…myself 
and my very good friend Dr Vijay Raquinha. I feel honored 

for the same. 
I already knew he was a great teacher but, on that day, I 
realized he was great in more than one way. I cannot imagine 
anyone else doing such a thing. 
There are so many things to pick up.
Is that the surgical precision from the pioneer? 
Or an Expertise in arthroplasty from a surgeon champion?
 May be a drive for the excellence?
Persistence till you achieve the desired excellence?
importance of physical ability for your work?
...I think I got much more than this. I was enthralled by CSR's 
thinking process. That has Midas-touched all domains of my 
life, …professional and personal .

Whenever I sense the excellence after performing the 
operation, I feel it to be a tribute to Dr Ranawat.

I am enjoying this journey towards excellence in practice and 
clinical research.

Thank you Sir
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What I received from the CSR fellowship
 Mangal Parihar¹

I was a fellow with CSR in end of 1993, at a time when 
arthroplasty had still not caught on in India.
I learnt the all of the ‘usual’ arthroplasty lessons from 
watching & assisting him of course. But I learnt more.
1.     Two CSRisms that I use even now –

a.     “In life, for certain questions, you have to take a 
position” – when I asked him a question, which had no 
clear answer in the literature.

b.     “that’s a wait & watch question” to a fellow who 
wanted to know everything ‘yesterday’

2.     Economy of movement (and words)– I remember 
that he never tested the consistency of the cement more 
than once – he seemed to pick up the cement gun at just 
the right moment, checked the ‘flow’ by tilting it and on 
with the next step. He would stand there hand in hand, but 
not fiddle with the cement.

3.     Creating a team – when he was in the ‘cocoon’ of his 
support team of Scrub nurse, Circulating nurse, and 
Surgical Tech – the surgery just seemed to move on 
effortlessly. That taught me that in addition to your own 



surgical ability, the creation of and training of a team, was an important ingredient of good surgery.

Forever indebted to him for showing me a target to aim for. 
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Experience as a fellow with Dr Ranawat
 Alankar Ramteke¹

During MS and residency days in JJ Hospital (2003), 
one resident mentioned, how Dr CSR would operate in 
Breach Candy every January, select few Indian students 
and take them to New York to train with him. So I 
actually worked in Breach Candy after my MS (Orth) 
just to understand how this works. This is the kind of 
influence he wields on young orthopaedic aspirants, 
which has immensely inspired people like me and many 
others that I know, even without any actual personal 
interaction. Eventually I was face to face with Dr CSR in 
2012 during my interview and he did not ask me too 
many questions; Dr Anil asked me few questions about 
one of my published papers. Obviously, though it sounds 
childish, like all of us, I was in awe of Dr CSR and still I 
am. 

He has that saintly, scholarly, wise demeanour with that infectious smile and 
highbrow-witty humour which will calm down many anxious questions in the 
minds of patients and pupils like me. After I came back from ROC it took me 
few years before I could realise that I was imitating him in my daily behaviour 
with my patients and friends. He would joke around with his many 90 year old 
plus patients and they still remained in awe of him all those 40-45 years of 
having being operated by him. I am sharing a picture of a 'now 51 years' old 
patient of metabolic bone disease operated when she was in her twenties. You 
will be amazed by this radiograph. I asked the master, “Did you get these 
implants custom made from some company?” and he said - “Oh, I hand 
polished them in the HSS basement, the night before the surgery”. This surgery 
was done in late 1980s. Just see the radiograph clicked in July 2013. 
He would always beat me and many others in 2013, even though I was 35 and 
lived just few blocks away from HSS, to reach the morning conference at HSS; 
he was mostly the first one to arrive. Dear Sir, I wish you a very long life and 
healthy, for a selfish reason - I know I am weak, I want you to be around to 
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Experiences from Ranawat Fellowship
 Bhosale Pradeep¹

I was most delighted when Prof.Dr Laud informed me 
that my application for Ranawat Fellowship is granted for 
3 months starting from 1st May to 31st July 1997 at 
Lenox Hill Hospital, New York, USA.
It was my dream come true!

Following are salient features of my learning out of 
RORF fellowship

1. Pre-op Planning for next day surgery patients. It was a 
great learning experience. I could handle difficult cases 
with ease and confidence. Assisting surgeries where the 
operative steps were clearly outlined, backed by Dr 
Ranawat's encouragement and guidance. 

 2. Outpatient clinic: Excellent teaching and evaluation 
about clinical diagnosis and scoring methods of hip & 
knee arthritis pre-& post arthroplasty

3. Journal club and seminars were a stimulating platform 
wherein I got an invaluable opportunity to present my 
work during seminars

4. Overall It was an inspiring experience to work 
independently by accepting challenging arthroplasty 
cases, which we see in our routine arthroplasty practice in 
India.  Especially primary untreated grotesque 
deformities Once your basics of arthroplasty concepts are 
clear you can handle any case confidently. 

continue to inspire me, until I become a worthwhile pupil and I am aware I still have some time to reach there. 
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5. RORF Fellowship has enabled me to practice and teach as an independent 
and confident Arthroplasty surgeon. I am always proud to be RORF Fellow. 
Today I am working as a Director of Arthritis & Joint Replacement Surgery 
at Nanavati  Superspeciality Hospital, Mumbai  which is also an Orthopaedic  
Postgraduate teaching Institute for Diplomate of National Board of India. I 
have also got recognition for two Arthroplasty Fellowship for one year 
recognised by Maharashtra University of Health Science (MUHS) 

6. Before Joining RORF fellowship I was interested in Arthroplasty, Spine 
Surgery & Ilizarov's Surgery. After fellowship, I became an exclusive 
Arthroplasty surgeon.

1Nanavati Superspeciality Hospital, Mumbai, Maharashtra, INDIA
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Experiences from Ranawat Fellowship
 Dr. Shubhranshu S. Mohanty¹

It was my proud privilege to be with Dr. C.S. Ranawat as a 
Clinical Fellow in 2004. It was a dream come true when I 
heard Dr. Laud's offer of Fellowship just 7days before the 
onset of fellowship. I quickly prepared myself and landed at 
Lenox Hill Hospital in New York perfectly on first day of 
April 2004. A perfectly designed fully sponsored Fellowship 

by Ranawat Orthopaedic Research Foundation is the 
pinnacle of my Arthroplasty career. I learnt the preclinical 
evaluation and followup evaluation of patients in clinics with 
Drs. CSR, JAR, ASR and VJR. The meticulous pre-op 
planning and its execution during surgery was the most 
valuable treasure I gained with the master surgeon. The 
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revision surgeries with Dr. CSR and Dr. Jose were 
noteworthy. 
    Research is what I knew at Ranawat Orthopaedic Center. I 
evaluated all the patients with All-Poly tibia in Young patients 
and found interesting outcomes culminating in the 
prestigious 2nd James A Rand Award by AAHKS in 2004 
subsequently published in Journal of Arthroplasty in 2005. 
The Graduation ceremonies, residents presentations added 
to my existing knowledge of Arthroplasty and Orthopaedics. 
The heartening life history of Dr. Ranawat during the farewell 
dinner was the pathfinder in my life as well.

I visited almost entire USA on weekends and attended CCJR 
in Las Vegas during my tenure. I could meet some of my old 
friends after about 20 years !
    I cannot forget the most tolerant Cliffert's technique of leg 
holding and Mr. Leslie Jacob's evergreen smile, which was 
bringing fullness to life as well.
    My heartfelt gratitude to the legend Dr. CSR himself, Dr. 
NS Laud, Dr, KH Sancheti, Mr. Shashank Laud and all others 
of Ranawat Orthopaedic Center for making my life 
comfortable during my tenure of fellowship.
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Fellowship experience with Dr. Ranawat 
 Rajesh Maniar¹

My Fellowship experience with Dr. Ranawat in 1995 is 
alive in my mind as sheer Orthopaedic euphoria. I 
witnessed Joint replacement surgery in its art form, each 
surgery revealing a new trick or a fine detail or some 
skilled maneuver - all in all a Master's work of genius. 
Dr. Ranawat did not speak much, but silently his surgical 
hand taught things that no words could. Watching him 
operate humbled me. Dr. Ranawat when he spoke, 
stimulated you to think, to reason and to derive answers. 
I was also struck by how his staff devotedly worked for 
him with a kind of passion. I shall never forget how he 
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personally helped to arrange further fellowships for me, 
with his colleagues in Boston.
I have learnt a useful lesson from him that whatever comes 
to your table- deal with it, delegate it or destroy it. I have 
gained immeasurably from you, Sir and would like to 
conclude with your statement which has remained with 
me- “Remember, even a spoon can be improved upon.” 

1Consultant Orthopedic Surgeon, Joint Specialist & Replacement Surgeon, 
The Nook Apartment,Santacruz (W), Mumbai. Maharashtra, INDIA
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Fellowship experience with Dr. Ranawat 
 Anoop Jhurani¹

I visited Dr Ranawat in winter of 2010. At that time I was about five years in Arthroplasty practice and had done and 
seen enough. The reason I applied for the fellowship was to see what the right path in life and practice was. I wanted to 
observe and imbibe the qualities that make a great man. 
Apart from surgical skill and knowledge I found Dr Ranawat unmoved by trivialities of daily chorus. He has ability to 
focus endlessly and get into the real depth of the issues. He can see where common men can't and that is the foundation 
of his research and “n " no of publications. His discipline is worthy to note and so is his commitment to teaching and 
imparting knowledge. On the lighter side he has a great sense of humour and gives regular parties to his staff to keep 
them going. 
I found the right path I was looking for based on ethical treatment and uncompromised patient care. I have tried to 
follow that path in spite of all distractions. I have set up a separate department of research in our hospital and we have 
started publishing. I try and educate younger colleagues the science of Arthroplasty. 
I think Dr Ranawat does not expect anything from his fellows except that they will take care of their patients and create 
more leaders. 
That is my endeavour for life. 
Thank you Dr Ranawat.

1Director, Orthopaedics and Joint Replacements, Fortis Escorts, Hospital, Jaipur, Rajasthan, India
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A Defining Moment in My Career
  Vikas Kulshrestha¹

A defining moment in my career was when I joined Dr Ranawat 
fellowship. Each moment was an immense learning experience. 
He established a perfect mentoring relationship with in no time. 
He was quick in recognizing my shortcomings and opened all 
communications channels. He is a patient listener and actively 
reflects back his thoughts. He shares expertise and enjoys getting 
down to the beginners level in resolving queries. His calm and 
composed attitude in the most difficult situations was exemplary. 
His constant constructive feedback empowered me to develop 
understanding of the subject and self-belief. Some of his golden 
words, which keep resounding in my mind, are “Attention to 
details” & “Your eyes don't see what your mind doesn't know”. 
He is a keen researcher and avid reader and ensures he imparts 
the same qualities to his fellow. His parting words were “I have 
shown you the way and now your journey begins…”

1 Joint Replacement Centre , Army Hospital Research and Referral, Delhi, Delhi 110010, India
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Farsh Se Arsh Tak
  Dhiraj K Marothi¹

The journey of 1000 rules begins with a single step. My long and 
very fruitful journey began when I took the first step with Dr 
Ranawat. It is said that there are various ways of teaching, the 
mediocre teacher tells, the good teacher explains, the superior 
teachers demonstrates but the great teacher inspires. Dr 
Ranawat's life and staggering achievements have been the 
inspiration to all those who came in contact with him and I am 
no exception to that, by the grace of god, I have achieved today.
A vision indeed of not only being a M.Ch. Orth graduate from 
University of Dundee but also getting enrolled as a FACULTY 
within no-time and bagging EXCELLENCE AWARD FOR 
TEACHING AND LECTURING FACULTY and winning the 
Prestigious K T DHOLAKIA AWARD 2015. I have been 
involved in research in articulating cement spacer and am 
actively involved with arthroplasty societies and conferences. 
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However Ranking top is the opportunity to get 3 months 
fellowship with Dr. Ranawat with another 3 months 
extension. Ranawat fellowship is the most acclaimed 
fellowship internationally. Being with him inspired and 
motivated me to scale new professional heights. Sharing a 
magical chemistry with Maestro Ranawat and creating space 
to such an extent that apart from relishing his surgical skill, 

also shared Mantras to keep personal as well as professional 
life simpler and easy. He always has been a HOME – away 
from home.

As Alexandra the great said 
“I am indebted to my father for living and to my teachers for 
living well”  

1 Senior Consultant Arthroplasty Surgeon, Shalby Hospitals, Ahmedabad, India.
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Teacher Par Excellence
  Neeraj Aggarwal¹

When I entered in office of Dr Ranawat,on morning of 
july 2 2012 there were lot of questions flashing in my 
mind, how will I stand in front of larger than life legendry 
surgeon who defined Arthroplasty across the globe, but 
soon all the clouds of apprehension melted away by the 
same warm and welcoming smile which he keeps 
spreading everywhere. Three things I learned from him 
are punctuality, hard work and commitment to pay back 
to the society. And this is one reason why we all go to 
ROC.
 I often heard him saying these three punch lines 
Money is the biggest divider among friends, family and 
relatives which tells his understanding about LIFE
Eyes see what mind knows which acts as an immediate 
booster for learning
Go in detail which exactly tells why he is Ranawat.
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 His keenness to teach, to go in detail and acumen of 
scientific research are few things which I tried to imbibe 
from him.
My fellowship is the most precious asset in my 
professional career. In the end I can just say

O My Teacher! I love you in every way! 
I can never thank you enough, 
How much I owe to you, I just can't say! 

1 Director,  Orthopaedics and Joint Replacement Surgeon, Jeevan Rekha CCT Hospital,Jagatpura, Jaipur (India) India.
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Experience with Ranawat Fellowship
  Vidyanand Raut¹

Everyone knows Dr Chitranjan Ranawat as a fantastic 
surgeon, innovator and teacher. I was privileged to be trained 
by him as his fellow.
My first impression of this great man was that of an 
unstoppable machine. He would reach his office at 6.30 am, 
finish his paperwork, teach fellows and residents for an hour, 
read up recent journals, and yet see his first patient at 9 am 
sharp.
His legendary surgical skills are always a treat to the eyes.
He philosophically insists that to be a complete surgeon, one 
has to strike a balance between surgical work and academic 
pursuits, and share one's knowledge with others.
At the farewell dinner after my fellowship, Dr Ranawat 
expounded his deep thoughts on life, explaining how a 
surgeon should balance family life with work. 
Dr Ranawat's enduring legacy continues to be a beacon in 
the ocean of orthopedic surgeons.
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Beacon of Excellence 
Parag Sancheti¹

Dr C.S. Ranawat has been a colossus in the Field of Adult 
Reconstructive Surgery and has pioneered and inspired the progress 
that we see in this field in the world today.
I was fortunate to get an opportunity to work with the master, 
during my  
Fellowship at Lenox Hill Hospital in 2007.  This fellowship changed 
my perspective of Joint Replacement and took me to a new level of 
excellence as a Joint Replacement Surgeon.
I got a unique opportunity to assist Dr C S Ranawat, Amar & Anil 
during my fellowship. It shaped my Arthroplasty carrier in a big way. 
The Monday morning Research meetings at Lenox Hill Hospital 
were a special treat. I learnt and understood the labyrinth that was 
Clinical Research and the Art of writing Scientific Papers.
I also got the unique opportunity to interact socially with the 
Ranawats'. On many occasions we went out for dinner. Also I was 
lucky to have a memorable fishing holiday with the Ranawat family. 
It was a sight to see Dr Ranawat relaxed and without his coat and tie! 
His views and clarity on spirituality and life were a revelation to me 
on this trip.
My Fellowship at Lenox Hill Hospital has had a great impact on my 
personal and professional carrier. It has helped me mould into a 
better surgeon and a better human being.
I once asked Dr Ranawat this question, “I want to be as good a 
surgeon like you. Tell me the way to accomplish this”. I will never 
forget his reply,“You must have the zeal within you, my boy! If you 
have it, you will find your own path to accomplishments and 
excellence. If you do not have that zeal, no amount of advice and 
guidance will be of any help!”. He also emphasized on my mind that 
good things will always prevail in life and good deeds will always 
bring good in life.
I would specially like to acknowledge and thank Mr. Les Jacobs who 
took special care of me. He was truly a friend, philosopher and guide 
for me then and also today.
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Dear Dr Ranawat
The other day (in the uptown lounge) you wanted me to 
articulate, what I am learning here in my fellowship and how, it 
is going to affect my practice, when I go back. Somehow, we 
did not get time to complete that conversation; hence I 
thought I will put it down so that you can read it when you are 
free. I am also adding a bit about, why I chose to come here for 
this fellowship. And what inspires me!
I have written it under headings as below

1. Arthroplasty
Probably, this is going to be the area of major change to my 
practice, blame it on my brief stint in England, I have been 
doing THRs through the antero-lateral (modified Hardinge) 
approach all these days, although I am quite comfortable and 
getting reasonable and reproducible results, some where I felt 
posterior approach may be a more versatile approach for all hip 
surgeries. And you have consistently echoed this, whenever, 
there was an opportunity. (I know people like me take refuge in 
quoting less dislocation rate for continuing to use antero-lateral 
approach).
Books, videos, pictures could not convince me enough to 
change my practice to change from antero-lateral to postero-
lateral. After assisting you here, I feel I have reason enough to 
change my practice. I am amazed at how consistently you can 
find the landmarks and make every surgery look so easy. Only 
few people can do that. I told you the story of a sculptor who, 
when asked about how he could produce such beautiful statues 
out of almost useless stones, he had answered “the beautiful 
statues are already hidden there in all these stones; I just 
remove the un-necessary parts”. When I see your surgeries, I 
feel it is the same way - It is as if the road is crystal clear - and 
every time you find the land marks in the same consistent 
manner. 

Letter to Dr Ranawat
  Chandrasekar Chikkamuniyappa¹

Dr Ranawat’s life and career will always remain a beacon for ordinary mortals 
like all of us, as we strive to forge new paths in our never ending quest for 
perfection in the field of Joint Replacements!
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The importance of closing the wound is another re-inforced 
learning point for me (although I do not let the junior doctor to 
close the wound) but even after so many years you wouldn't 
leave it for others- I do not think this is without a reason. 
Same with Knee arthroplasty, many practices including ROC 
pain cocktail, patella resurfacing etc will impact my practice.

2. Out-patient Practice 
I had no idea about your philosophy and practice prior to 
coming here - the first line I heard from you was - Eyes first and 
Most -Hands second and less - Tongue Last and Least!  I find 
this a fantastic philosophy - I was relying on my findings more 
than what the patient is saying or my assistant is feeling but this 
line summarizes the order of priority.

When the patient is not yet mentally ready for surgery but has 
findings enough to warrant a surgery -- you just boldly ask them 
to go back and revisit her/his lifestyle and come back later after 
6 - 12 months! (People in private practice like me are not bold 
enough to say it so boldly - because after 6 months they may 
not come back to you or some one else would have operated on 
them after a month!) But I feel for some one who is not 
prepared, this is great advice. Next time when they are back 
they will 'buy' the surgery from you.
Asking your assistant or your nurse to speak to the patient prior 
to you going and seeing the patient - is one of the best strategy 
for out patient practice - I see several advantages in this - it 
prepares the patient - gives them time and opportunity to 
rehearse their complaints - gives them a chance to express freely 
- often patients forget their lines when they go to see the 'Big 
doctor'. For you, this gives an insight to the patients world - you 
already know the patient's name, her complaints And her needs 
already before meeting her.
I have seen your patient examination techniques - every time it 
is thorough and intentional and of course well documented. I 
feel like taking a video and watching it over and over again. I 
know patient confidentiality comes in the way - I have 
made/making a mental note of everything - or probably there is 
a case for you to make video document of orthopedic 

examination of hip and knee (we can put it on YouTube so that 
people can see and learn). But what impresses me is the fact 
that its consistency and thoroughness every time - if you are so 
consistent you can't miss a finding.
What I may not be able to reproduce is your charm - your 
ability to connect with the patient instantaneously and read 
their minds - understanding their needs and making a decision 
for them - preparing the patient for the worse but not denying 
them hope. I like your way of handling a difficult and unhappy 
patient - no confrontation be consistent in what you are saying 
if everything fails offer them a second opinion - do not lose a 
patient because he/she is difficult - keep the conversation open 
– I feel this way even this unhappy patient will come back after 
visiting few others. I think we have a philosophy here too.
Your ability to disconnect from one patient and reconnect with 
the next patient quickly is another quality I would want to 
reproduce.

3. Orthopedic Research
I am amazed at how you have kept yourself ahead through 
research - what I see here is a parallel life - I see a structure 
which cannot fail! I want to understand this a bit more so that I 
can reproduce it (I know it's not easy at all) - many of us get 
many bright ideas but almost all fail to execute it - we fail to put 
a structure to it so that it can reach a logical conclusion. Many 
projects die before they take off and equal many do not reach 
the conclusion stage.

4. Teaching & training. 
Your un-diluted enthusiasm for teaching is exemplary. As I see 
your tribe is becoming less and less. Probably the need has 
grown exponentially, distractions have multiplied and 
commercialization has taken over. 
Getting up early in the morning and coming to your class will 
be an ethereal experience in itself for every fellow/resident who 
comes to HSS – lucky are those (many may not even realize this 
but, I am sure they will treasure these moments and keep them 
forever.

5. Beyond Orthopedics!
You have been exceptional as a Human being,  Doctor, 
Professor,  Educator/teacher, Academician/scientist, Designer, 
Entrepreneur, Mentor/guide, Father, Citizen (As I know) and 
also Husband, Grandfather (as I presume) and perhaps so 
many other responsibilities I may not even be able to 
comprehend.
You have handled all kinds of pressure and responsibility with 
ease and eloquence. You never lost your ground for the 
greatness achieved. You have kept your standards very high and 
probably believed in what you keep saying “Everything in Life 
can be Improved” and went on improving – Today you have 
reached a place where no one will be able to dream. I know 
your mantra is very simple “whatever you do, do your best”. 
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Experience at the fellowship at New York with Prof Ranawat
P Dhanasekara Raja¹

Staying in a vibrant city at one of the best orthopaedic hospital (HSS, New York, USA) and learning from one of the pioneers in joint 
replacement surgery was one lifetime experience and the best time in my career. Dr Ranawat is a master surgeon and excellent clinician. 
He was very meticulous and had a scientific approach to every thing he did. He had the intuition to investigate all clinical problems and 
came to logical conclusions. Setting up a new study, documentation, weekly reviews & audit are some of the many things I learned. His 
long years of experience and accumulated knowledge help us to gain insight into last 50 years of art & science of arthroplasty. It opened 
up new avenues of learning, research and teaching for me. This fellowship gave me self-confidence and pride in what I am and what I am 
doing as an Arthroplasty surgeon every day of my life”

1 Chairman and Managing Director, Senior Joint Replacement Surgeon at People Tree Hospitals Bangalore, India.
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This is very powerful, because, you have proved this beyond 
doubt.
I was born in a small village with no connectivity of any sort. 
My parents never went to school but were small time 
agriculturists, By God's grace,my parents & teachers blessings, 
my brother's support and magical turn of events and 
scholorships, I happened to land up in a medical college, then 
in orthopedics (all in state run Hospitals) and later in England 
and now as a Ranawat fellow at Ranawat Orthopedic Center  
HSS! 
I could have stopped in any stage, but I was unable to – I am 
Unable to. I feel incomplete and feel so much restless after some 
time. After I learnt about you – I felt I have a role model to look 

up to. This was what made me chose this fellowship rather than 
any industry sponsored and so called training opportunities. 
You have also proved what Narayana murthy of Infosys keeps 
saying “A plausible impossibility is better than a convincing 
possibility” – I would like to take this route. Of course life is not 
as simple as we wish – but like I said earlier, intention is 
important before execution. I want to Aim for the sky so that I 
might reach at least the tree top!
In this regard, I would say you inspire millions; I am one of 
them too. If you ever write an autobiography, I will be/want to 
be the first one to read it. And be inspired by it.
Thanks a million for your time.
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Dr Ranawat - The Master Craftsman
 Rajshekhar K T¹

Few years ago, I was fortunate enough to get the Ranawat fellowship. I had always dreamed of seeing Professor Ranawat in 
action and the fellowship in New York was a dream come true. He is a master craftsman of arthroplasty who had many pearls of 
wisdom to offer. His undiminished energy and enthusiasm for arthroplasty is a highly valuable message to our generation. 
Despite remaining at the very top of his profession, he leads the way by continuing to imbibe (new knowledge), improve 
(surgical techniques) and innovate (novel concepts) and impart (learnt knowledge). The message that I picked up during my 
fellowship with Professor Ranawat was that complacency has no place in the quest for professional excellence. My tenure under 
him enabled me to refine my surgical techniques and also gave me immense confidence. I salute with humility this living legend 
and doyen of hip and knee replacement surgery. 
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Fellowship with Guru of Arthroplasty
PK Agarwal¹

I am stunned to learn that our guru Dr 
Chit Ranawat has laid down his knife 
now but I wish and hope he continues 
to teach, preach, enlighten us and be our 
guru for even longer.
Going back down memory lane I 
remember my fellowship under him in 
1996 as one of the best phases of my life.
I got the opportunity to learn directly 
from the master surgeon and scientist, 
Dr Ranawat with perfection to the finest 
detail. This made me confident not only 
in arthroplasty but in other arenas of 
orthopedic surgery. 
Association with Dr Ranawat can make 
anybody his admirer as great human 
being and orthopedic scientist. I am no 
exception. He is my idol and has 
influenced my personal & surgical life 
equally. 

All his students' best wishes are always 
with him.
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My Experience with Dr. Ranawat
Sunil M. Shahane¹

Dr. Ranawat is a legend in the world of Total Joint 
Replacement and the news of his retirement from surgical 
practice brought back memories of my time with him. I 
had the honour and privilege of doing a fellowship in 
arthroplasty with Dr. C.S. Ranawat from July to September 
1999. Dr. Ranawat was based at Lenox Hill Hospital then.
Although I was an overseas fellow, I was lucky to be 
allowed to scrub for virtually every case during that three 
month period. This gave me the opportunity to closely 
watch and learn the various surgical techniques 
demonstrated by Dr. Ranawat. Having worked in England 
for four years, I had seen a number of good surgeons 
performing joint replacements, but watching Dr. Ranawat 
operate was something else. His meticulous surgical 
dissection and soft tissue handling skills made the surgery 
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look so easy. I consciously tried to imbibe these techniques in 
my mind and have tried to apply these to all the cases I have 
done since then as well as teach them to all my residents. Just 
following his surgical steps has greatly improved my surgical 
exposures and other surgical skills. Dr. Ranawat also used to 
stress on doing a proper closure and used to do it himself for 
all his cases, something that I also now do.
Dr. Ranawat was also greatly committed to clinical research. 
He gave me an opportunity to work on one such project, 
namely the use of TC3 implants for revision knee surgery. We 
had to appraise him of our progress on a weekly basis and if 
needed he would arrange special clinics on weekends, when 
patients relevant to our studies were called for clinical and 
radiological assessment. After seeing this kind of commitment 
it is easy to understand why he has so many publications to his 
credit.

Dr. Ranawat is also a great teacher. Though a man of few words, he would always answer any doubts that you asked him 
however trivial they may have seemed. The annual ROC Arthroplasty meetings he has been conducting in India for the 
past several years are excellent and a must on everyone's academic calendar. The greatest tribute to this master is to ensure 
that all his fellows carry on his legacy and teach the younger generation of surgeons all that we have learnt from him.
I wish Dr. Ranawat a happy and healthy life after retirement and hope that he continues to educate us for many more 

years to come.
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Extraordinary Tutor and Mentor
Sandeep Chauhan¹

I am extremely fortunate to have got an 
opportunity to learn and spend time with Dr. 
C.S.Ranawat, who I believe is an extraordinary 
tutor and mentor. My tenure of fellowship at HSS 
remained from Oct’ 2014 to Dec’ 2014. Though 
Dr. Ranawat had restricted his operating schedule 
due to health reasons but his zeal to impart 
knowledge remained always at the highest level. 
He would be taking morning and evening lectures 
and imparting orthopedic wisdom to fellows.
I firmly believe that working under him has 
improved my clinical & operating skills . I have 
learnt to respect the soft tissue and the use of 
anatomical landmarks, also some of his designed 
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retractors to assist in surgery, checks & balances during surgery to get the best of the results.
In the outdoor I learnt from him the art of caring and following his patients over years ,  meticulous compiling of data and 
then analyzing it with research ideas to give scientific advancements in the field of arthroplasty. 
Dr. Ranawat is incredibly helpful and willing to go way above & beyond! I am eternally grateful for all his help & guidance.
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Dr Ranawat Fellowship at Hospital For Special Surgery, New York 
Ashish Bajaj¹

First of all I take the opportunity to thank Dr Chitranjan Ranawat for selecting me as a fellow to HSS. It is a dream come true for 
every Orthopaedic trainee to work under the esteemed guidance of the master and truly, his persona was far more mesmerizing 
than I ever expected.
Over the period of 3 months I got exposure to a lot of cases, which included the hip and knee pathologies. Dr. CSR and Dr. 
Amar were very interactive and always eager to answer my queries. We did individual case discussions and it made the 
experience even more interesting. It is near impossible for me to mention all the tips and tricks I learnt from them. I felt 
extremely delightful to the hospitality provided by him and his entire team. They were so approachable and helping in nature 
that made me feel as a part of them.
The dynamic attitude of Dr. CSR in decision-making is worth praising. I have already started incorporating things that I learnt, 
into my day-to-day practice.
Finally, I was impressed with the quality of health care being provided to the patients at the hospital. The efficiency of the 
medical and paramedical staff was really admirable. I also appreciate the electronic patient record management system used, 
which makes the pre operative planning, post surgical analysis and data retrieval a lot easier. Hopefully, I shall try to change the 
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environment of my hospital with the goodies I have brought from HSS.
Towards the end, I would also extend my gratitude to RORF for managing the logistics beautifully. These few months of stay in 
NY was a perfect blend of learning and fun. I returned from NY with great memories, enriched experience and many new 
friends. 
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My Experience at Ranawat Fellowship
Yuvarajan Palanisamy¹

I convey my sincere thanks to Professor Dr.Chitranjan 
Ranawat and Dr.Amar Ranawat for providing this wonderful 
life time opportunity at the hospital for special surgery, New 
York. I was indeed privileged and honoured to have been 
given the ROC fellowship program from July 2016 to 
September 2016. This program was very well organized.I had 
the great opportunity of attending Prof.Chitranjan ranawat's 
clinical discussion every Monday between 7-00am to 8.30am 
and the privilege to assist with him on every Wednesday. I 
used to attend his clinical discussion with other clinical 
fellows and he always gave a very detailed insight about basic 
knee and hip arthroplasty. He shared his extensive 
knowledge and experience in joint replacement. He is not 
only a good teacher and excellent surgeon but also a great 

human being. I should thank Dr. Amar Ranawat for making this fellowship program very useful by sharing his wide and depth 
knowledge in arthroplasty. This program has given me a wide exposure and insight in Arthroplasty. It has significantly 
influenced my practice in more scientific way of approach and developing a  team based concept.  Now, I have been very well 
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recognized as a Ranawat fellow among my colleagues. I would strongly recommend this program to all young orthopedic 
surgeons who aspire to become an arthroplasty surgeon. Last but not the Least, I have no words to explain my gratitude for 
making my dream come true.
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Dronacharya of Orthopaedics
Mrinal Sharma¹

Its an honour to write few words of experience as a fellow with Dr 
Ranawat. I was a fellow with him from July - Sep 2015.
He taught me determination, perseverence, hardwork, research,clarity 
of thought and clarity at heart. He is an inspiration for all the budding 
arthroplasty surgeons. He polished my skills as an arthroplasty 
surgeon, right from examination of the patient, radiological assessment 

of xrays, preoperative planning, teaching me intricacies of the surgery( from length of incision, implant placement, to layered 
closure)  to post operative care and follow-up(which is missing in we youngsters),in short the ABC of arthroplasty. 
At a time when my self image as an experienced arthroplasty surgeon was being shattered because I learnt that what i was  
doing till today  was carpentary and not arthroplasty. Not only did he help me explore the true surgeon in me ,he made me a 
better person. I thank him for all that he gave me.I hope i will be able to carry forward his legacy.
You may compare him to Amitabh Bachchan of Arthroplasty or Sachin Tendulkar of Orthopedics, but for us younsters ,he is 
truly                "Dronacharya of Orthopaedics”
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I am also attaching a poem i wrote for dr ranawat,.and also attaching few pics with him.

Dr. Chitranjan Singh Ranawat

     A nonpareil
Orthopaedist-Philanthropist,

Whose Midas touch none can resist.
Sushruta, Padma Bhushan and other Awards in kitty,

In the Ortho-World  no less than a Deity.

With his Innovative Twist,
Cements  knee , hip , elbow or wrist.

Started Fellowship for his doctor Community
   To heal  to health the suffering humanity.

Such noble heights  few can attain,
  God's  gift is his pioneering brain.

....Dr Mrinal Sharma, a student of 
Dr Ranawat
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